Ready to go back?!

Just got back from birthright? Had an AMAZING time?!   Here are the best and cheapest ways to study, work, volunteer, or intern in Israel for any length of time!
FOR ONE, TWO, OR THREE WEEKS:

Hasbara Fellowships: a program that educates and trains university students to be effective pro-Israel activists on their campuses.  Based in the Old City of Jerusalem, Hasbara Fellows spend time traveling the city as well as other important sites in the country including strategic military sites, borders with neighboring countries, a trip to the North of the country, as well as one to the South. On the program, Fellows have the opportunity to meet with many important members of Israeli society including journalists, politicians, prominent Israel activists, historians, and other experts. Fellows are exposed to a variety of perspectives on the Israeli political spectrum, and have been privileged to hear from Israeli officials including Benjamin Netanyahu, Shimon Peres, Dore Gold, and Natan Sharansky. Trips are either 2 or 3 weeks and offered over winter or summer break.  www.israelactivism.com 

Cost: Ticket price is around $2000 (including airfare).  Highly likely to receive scholarship of around $1200!!

***I went on this awesome trip this past summer, received a scholarship for the 3-week program so that I only paid $800 including airfare (awesome deal!).  I am now VT’s Hasbara Fellow and have good relations with the organization and have convinced Hasbara to hold a couple spots for interested Virginia Tech students.  Please contact me if interested. ~Lauren Fialkow (See “More Info” for my contact information)***

JNF’s Alternative Spring Break (ASB): ASB provides Jewish young adults between the ages of 18 and 30 with the opportunity to connect to the land and people of Israel through meaningful acts of tikkun olam (community service). It is designed for people who have already toured Israel on past trips and are now prepared to involve themselves in community service and give back to Israel. http://www.jnf.org/asb/  

Cost: must fundraise $975 for JNF’s Blueprint Negev campaign plus airfare.

Sar-El Volunteering with the IDF:  Spend 3 weeks working as volunteers alongside IDF soldiers at their base.  Yes, you get to wear the IDF uniform too!   http://sar-el.org/
Cost: $90 application fee plus airfare

FOR A SUMMER:
Study Abroad:  Summer study programs are offered many of the universities in Israel. See Semester section below for details.

Internships:  Organizations like the Jewish Agency for Israel can help you set up summer internships.  http://www.jewishagency.org/
Combinations:  Combine an internship or university study program with one of the short term trips listed above for the most well rounded, kick ass summer you’ve ever had!

FOR A SEMESTER/YEAR:

 See “More Info” at the end of this packet for information on the MASA Grant of up to $4500 that you WILL receive if you decide to participate in a semester or year long program in Israel!

Study Abroad: (can study abroad for summer, semester, or year-long programs)

Tel Aviv University- www.telavivuniv.org  ***VT student, Lauren Fialkow, did this last summer, see “More

Info” for her contact information to ask about her experience!***

Hebrew University- http://overseas.huji.ac.il  (in Jerusalem)

Univerisity of Haifa- http://overseas.haifa.ac.il  ***current VT student Amanda Herring
(beingfishy@gmail.com) is there right now studying for this semester! Email her and ask her

what it’s like!***
Technion: Israel Institute of Technology- http://dsvpiar.technion.ac.il/ (offers engineering classes!) (also

in Haifa)

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev- http://web2.bgu.ac.il/cisp/ 

Post-birthright and MASA long term programs:  See “More Info”
FOREVER:

Aliyah:  New Israeli citizens who have made Aliyah enjoy benefits like free university tuition, free health coverage, free Hebrew Ulpan, reduced taxes, and much more!  http://www.nbn.org.il/ 

More Info:

Friends of Israel: To find out how to become involved with Israel advocacy on campus, more details about how to get back to Israel, and where to get some money to help you get there; please contact Hokies for Israel (which you are now a part of!) and check out the website. www.hokies4israel.weebly.com 
VT’s Intern for Israel Activism: You may also contact our Grinspoon Intern for Israel Activism, Lauren Fialkow at lfialkow@vt.edu or (703)851-7482 for more info or questions about anything in this packet; especially questions concerning VT’s Summer Study Abroad Trip, Hasbara Fellowships, or Tel Aviv University.
For information on tons of other programs that are not mentioned here you can go to the following:

www.birthrightisrael.com : This is the site you used to sign up for birthright!  Go to the “NEXT” tab down to “Go Back to Israel” to search for tons of short, medium, and long term programs designed for post birthright students.
www.MASAisrael.com : This site provides all the information you need about all programs that are eligible for the MASA Grant that is waiting for you.  MASA is an organization that pretty much guarantees you a grant of $1000-$4500 for your participation in a long term program in Israel (minimum of 5 months).  Not sure what to do after college?  MASA Grants can also be put towards post-college internships and graduate school programs!  MASA offers over 150 opportunities for you to live, learn, volunteer, explore, and connect to Israel in incredible and varying ways.  Don’t miss this great opportunity!  
